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“Parents are the most influential agents of catechists for the children.  They have a 
unique responsibility for the education of their children; they are the first educators, or 
catechists.  They catechize primarily by witness of their Christian lives and by their 

love for the faith.”   
-National Directory for Catechesis, page 234. 

 
 
$V�&KULVWLDQV��RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�YRFDWLRQ�LPSOLHV�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�D�MRE�RU�FDUHHU���,W�
GHDOV�ZLWK�RXU�YHU\�SXUSRVH�LQ�*RG¶V�SODQ���3DUHQWKRRG�LV�D�FDOO�IURP�*RG�WR�XVH�\RXU�JLIWV�
DQG�WDOHQWV�WR�VHUYH�KLV�NLQJGRP���,W�UHTXLUHV�D�OLIHORQJ�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�QXUWXUH��WHDFK��DQG�
HYHQWXDOO\�UHOHDVH�D�FKLOG�WR�SXUVXH�KLV�RU�KHU�RZQ�YRFDWLRQ���,W�LV�D�JLIW�DQG�SULYLOHJH�IURP�
*RG� ILOOHG� ZLWK� JUDFH� DQG� EOHVVLQJV�� � 2XU� SDULVK� KDV� D� GHHS� UHVSHFW� IRU� \RXU� YRFDWLRQ���
&DWKROLF�SDUHQWV�WUDQVPLW�WKH�IDLWK��FRQYH\�WUXWK��VKDUH�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��DQG�LQWURGXFH�WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ�WR�WKH�VDFUDPHQWV���:H�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKH�UROH�RI�FDWHFKLVWV�LV�WR�DVVLVW�\RX�LQ�\RXU�
HIIRUWV�WR�KHOS�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�JURZ�LQ�IDLWK� 
 
:LWK�MXVW����PLQXWHV�D�ZHHN��WKHUH�LV�QR�SRVVLEOH�ZD\�ZH�FDQ�EH�WKH�RQO\�WHDFKHUV�LQ�\RXU�
FKLOG¶V� OLIH�� � ,W� KDV� WR� VWDUW� DW� KRPH�� ZH� DUH� PHUHO\� KHUH� WR� VXSSRUW� ZKDW� \RX¶YH� EHHQ�
WHDFKLQJ�WKHP�VLQFH�WKHLU�EDSWLVP���:H�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�UHFRJQL]H�\RXU�UROH�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
DV�WKH�FKLHI�FDWHFKLVWV�LQ�\RXU�FKLOG¶V�OLIH���:H�DUH�KHUH�WR�VXSSRUW�\RXU�HIIRUWV�WR�KHOS�\RXU�
FKLOGUHQ�OHDUQ�DQG�JURZ�LQ�WKHLU�&DWKROLF�IDLWK� 
 
)RU�FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKHLU�6DFUDPHQWDO�\HDUV��SDUHQWV�DQG� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�SOD\�D�FULWLFDO� UROH� LQ�
VXSSRUWLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�IDLWK�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW� 
 
 
$�3$5(17¶6�52/(� 
· 5($'�DOO�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�IURP�GLUHFWRUV�RU�WHDFKHUV��IRU�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�DUH�LQ��QG�JUDGH�RU�

\RXQJHU��DOO�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�EH�SLFNHG�XS�,1�7+(�&+,/'¶6�&/$665220���7KLV�DVVXUHV�XV�
WKDW�\RX�DUH�UHFHLYLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�QHZV�DQG�QRWHV�DERXW�\RXU�FKLOG� 

· $WWHQG�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SDUHQW�PHHWLQJV� 
· :LWQHVV�\RXU�RZQ�IDLWK�ZLWK�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�\RXU�ZRUGV�DQG�DFWLRQV� 
· 3UD\�RIWHQ�DV�D�IDPLO\� 
· 5HDG�FDUHIXOO\�DQ\�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�IURP�WKH�GLUHFWRUV�RU�WHDFKHUV� 
· $WWHQG�PDVV�DQG�UHFHLYH�WKH�(XFKDULVW� 
· %H�DFWLYHO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�\RXU�SDULVK���(QFRXUDJH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH� 
· 0DNH�DWWHQGDQFH�DW�6XQGD\�6FKRRO�FODVVHV�DQG�VHDVRQDO�HYHQWV�D�SULRULW\�IRU�\RXU�FKLOG� 
· 9ROXQWHHU� �LI� SRVVLEOH�� WR� KHOS� WKH� FDWHFKLVWV� DW� ZHHNO\� VHVVLRQV�� VHUYLFH� SURMHFWV� DQG�

DFWLYLWLHV� 
· 7HDFK�FKLOGUHQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�SUD\HUV�DW�KRPH�DQG�UHLQIRUFH�SUD\HUV�OHDUQHG�LQ�FODVV� 
· 7DNH� DQ� DFWLYH� LQWHUHVW� LQ� \RXU� FKLOG¶V� UHOLJLRXV� IDLWK� HGXFDWLRQ�� ZRUN� FORVHO\� ZLWK� WKH�

FDWHFKLVWV��DQG�LQFRUSRUDWH�ZKDW�\RXU�FKLOG�LV�OHDUQLQJ�LQWR�KRPH�OLIH� 
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:H�XVH�WKH�&KULVW�2XU�/LIH�VHULHV���(DFK�FKDSWHU�LQFOXGHV�ZRQGHUIXO�IHDWXUHV�WR�KHOS�IDPLOLHV�
WR�VWD\�LQIRUPHG�DQG�FKDOOHQJH�\RX�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�IXOO\�LQ�WKH�IDLWK�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�\RXU�FKLOG� 
 
 
$� 1RWH� WR� )DPLOLHV� �*UDGHV� �-���ZLOO�EH�VHQW�KRPH�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�SURJUDP���
7KLV� QRWH� KLJKOLJKWV� WKH� IRFXV� RI� HDFK� JUDGH� OHYHO� DQG� SRLQWV� RXW� WKH� IHDWXUHV� WKDW� DUH�
GHVLJQHG�HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�IDPLOLHV���)DPLO\�/HWWHUV��*UDGHV��-���DUH�DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH
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%XLOGLQJ�)DPLO\�)DLWK��*UDGHV��-����7KLQJV�WR�'R�DW�+RPH��*UDGHV��-����DQG�WKH�
5HDFK�2XW� VHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� 6XPPDU\� SDJH� �*UDGHV� �-���KHOS�IDPLOLHV�UHLQIRUFH�OHVVRQ�
FRQWHQW� DQG� VSDUN� GLVFXVVLRQ� DW� KRPH�� � (DFK� LQFOXGHV� D� OHVVRQ� VXPPDU\� DORQJ� ZLWK�
VXJJHVWLRQV�IRU�UHIOHFWLRQ��SUD\HU��DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�SXW�IDLWK�LQWR�DFWLRQ�DV�D�IDPLO\� 
 
 
$�)DPLO\� )HDWXUH�RIIHUV�VWRULHV��DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�ZD\V�WR�DSSO\�ZKDW�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�OHDUQHG�DW�
KRPH���7KHVH�SDJHV�RIWHQ�IRFXV�RQ�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�LVVXHV�DQG�&DWKROLF�6RFLDO�7HDFKLQJ� 
 
 
&DWKROLF� 3UD\HU� IRU� &DWKROLF� )DPLOLHV� LV�SURYLGHG�IUHH�WR�HYHU\�&KULVW�2XU�/LIH�IDPLO\���
7KLV� LPSRUWDQW� JXLGH� WR� SUD\HU� FRQWDLQV� WUDGLWLRQDO� SUD\HUV� SOXV� VXJJHVWLRQV� IRU� HYHU\GD\�
SUD\HU���(DFK�JUDGH�OHYHO�KDV�WKHLU�RZQ�SUD\HUV�WKH\�VKRXOG�NQRZ�IURP�PHPRU\� 
 
 
2QOLQH�5HVRXUFHV 
*R�WR�ZZZ�OR\RODSUHVV�FRP��FOLFN�RQ�WKH�)DLWK�)RUPDWLRQ�WDE��ILQG�&KULVW�2XU�/LIH������DQG�
FOLFN�RQ�1HZ�(YDQJHOL]DWLRQ��IURP�WKH�OHIW-KDQG�PHQX��FOLFN�RQ�&KLOGUHQ�	�3DUHQWV��WKHQ�FOLFN�
RQ�WKHLU�JUDGH�OHYHO�� �7KLV� LV�D�ZRQGHUIXO�UHVRXUFH�IRU�SDUHQWV�� LQFOXGLQJ�RQOLQH�JDPHV�DQG�
FKDSWHU�UHYLHZV�WKDW�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�� 
 
 

3OHDVH� QRWH� WKDW� &RQILUPDWLRQ� 6WXGHQWV� GR� QRW� XVH� WKH� &KULVW� 2XU� /LIH� VHULHV�� � )RU� WKHLU�
FXUULFXOXP�� SOHDVH� JR� WR� WKH� 6XQGD\� 6FKRRO� ZHEVLWH� ZZZ�VKVMFF�RUJ� DQG� FOLFN� RQ� WKH�
&RQILUPDWLRQ�3UHS�WDE� 
 
 
7KDQN� \RX� SDUHQWV� IRU� SDUWQHULQJ� ZLWK� XV� WR� KHOS� \RXU� FKLOGUHQ� HQWHU� LQWR� D� GHHSHU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG���:H�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�DQRWKHU�JUHDW�\HDU� 
 
 
)URP�WKH�'LUHFWRUV� 
3DXO�$OOHQ�� 'RQQD�:KLWH 
���-���-�������� ���-���-���� 
SDXO#DOOHQLQV�NVFR[PDLO�FRP� GRQQD#VKVMFF�RUJ 
 
�� 
�� 
 
 
 
The Christian home is the place where children receive the first proclamation of the 
faith.  For this reason, the family home is rightly called, “The domestic church,” a 
community of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues, and Christian Charity. 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church page 1666 


